





Swinging back into it... 

The European motocross season shivered into life 
with the Valence International (France) and Man- 
tova Starcross (Italy) last weekend. Arnaud Tonus 
quickly dispersed the off-season cobwebs on the 
factory Monster Energy Yamaha with his second 
victory in succession across the hilly French venue 
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AMA-MX 

Time to shine...? 

Tonus’ team-mate Zach Osborne missed the European 
openers but his two podiums from four AMA SX Lites 
appearances benefited his profile and that of his new 
works team. In the build-up to his fourth (and last) MX2 
Grand Prix term the American posed for Ray Archer’s 
camera in California and talked about his prep for ’12 
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Orange looking tasty... 

KTM’s last Grand Prix victory without a set of knobbly 
tyres came back in 2008 (250cc British Grand Prix) 
and with the way Sandro Cortese has been shining 
on the 250 in Moto3 tests in Spain last week the next 
forceful landmark in the Austrian’s MotoGP resurgence 
might comes as early as a floodlight race on April 8th 
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THE NEW 


Perfect start for Ryan Dungey in the AMA Supercross & 

450 Motocross class on the new KTM 450 SX-F Factory Edition 


First podium: AMA Supercross, Round 1! 
First win: AMA Supercross, Round 2! 
"Ready to Race"! 












READY TO RACE 


»www.ktm.com 










ARLINGTON 

COWBOYS STADIUM ■ FEBRUARY 18th ■ Rnd 7 

Supercross winner: Ryan Vil/opoto, Kawasaki 
SX Lites East Coast winner: Justin Barcia, Honda 






:: :r.::E’s the charm 


Words and photos by Steve Cox 



There was no ‘Samson’ effect for a freshly 
cropped Justin Barcia (below and right). 

The soon-to-be 20 year old was looking 
for rivals, and instead further enforced his 
position as the AMA’s brightest young talent 




T he start of the Lites East Coast contest is 
always interesting. Almost halfway into the 
Monster Energy/AMA Supercross Series, we 
get to start a whole new competition with new 
riders, new questions, and new expectations. 
But at the Dallas Supercross, although there 
were a few surprises, the main story was how 
well the defending Lites East SX champ lived 
up to the standards he set for himself in 2011. 


GEICO Honda’s Justin Barcia had to find his 
way by rookie team-mate Justin Bogle and 
Monster Energy/Pro Circuit Kawasaki’s new 
hire Darryn Durham to steal the lead, and once 
he had it, he laid wood to the guys at round 
one. Although there were flashes of brilliance 
on the night from wunderkind Ken Roczen of 
the Red Bull KTM squad, no one had anything 
for ‘Bam Bam’. 



And it wasn’t just that he won, but it was how 
he did it. In typical Barcia fashion, he made 
his passes with a fury and aggression that 
told you he owned that track, and anyone else 
on the dirt was out there only because he al¬ 
lowed them to be. 


The 450cc championship may have, more or 
less, ended in Dallas. 

While JGR/Toyota Yamaha’s James Stewart 
continued to have a rough go of it, getting 
stuck behind fallen team-mate Davi Millsaps 
and then stalling his bike as he attempted to 
extract himself, Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey 
barely qualified for the main event out of his 
heat race. 


It’s going to be interesting in 2013, when he’s 
in the SX class... 
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I Reed’s season went from a 
mance zenith to a fresh low with 
buckeroo out of a possible race win 


Which meant that off the start, as defending could end the Villopoto win streak and possi 
champ Ryan Villopoto secured the lead and bly steal momentum back to his side, 
former champ Chad Reed snuck into second, Reed gave Villopoto hell for almost seven 
it seemed as if we were about to see a turn- laps before things went wrong, and he went 

ing point in the title chase. If Reed could find over the bars and somehow got his left heel 

a way around Villopoto and win in Dallas, he stuck in the frame of his CRF450R, twisting 










the hell out of his knee, among other potential 
injuries. It ended Reed’s night, and although 
Dungey made it up to second at the end of the 
race with an aggressive move that left Villopo- 
to’s Monster Energy Kawasaki team-mate Jake 
Weimer without a shift lever and leaking fluids, 


Villopoto landed his third win in a row - and 
fourth of the year - during a season when no 
other rider has won more than a single race. 
Anything can happen, but the Villopoto freight 
train is not going to be an easy one to slow 
down at this point. 
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Watch SX Main event 


VIDEO 






More strange luck for James Stewart. His sixth position 
means a 42 point gap back to Villopoto even before the 
half way point of the season. If anything though 2012 
looks like it will be about atrition...so still all to play for 









Watch Stewart GoPro 

VIDEO 










AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 
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CROSSING THE LINE... 

By Steve Cox 



A fter round five of the Monster Energy AMA 
Supercross Championship, at Angel Sta¬ 
dium in Anaheim, California, as the racers were 
walking back to the pits from the podium cer¬ 
emony, multi-time champ James Stewart’s dad, 
Big James, got a surprise; a fan spat on him. 

This is a clear indication of a troublesome ele¬ 
ment in our sport: racist fans. Now, some have 
indicated that we don’t have evidence that this 
person’s obvious hatred for Big James is racially 
motivated. And, sure, it’s possible. But it’s not 
probable. Name another time something like 
that has happened? I can’t. 

I can cite a few other occasions that racism has 
reared its ugly head surrounding the Stewart 
family. I’ve personally seen a fan yelling racial 
epithets at James Stewart while he was signing 
autographs at the Orlando Supercross the last 
year the series visited that city. I’ve seen it at 
a few other races, too, but at Orlando the “fan” 
was particularly rude, and particularly loud. 

Then there was the time in 2008, at the South- 
wick MX National, in the middle of Stewart’s 
24-0 run for the title that year, where fans 
were holding racially motivated signs and flip¬ 
ping Stewart off every time he came by during 
practice. They even had some choice words for 
James’ mom. 

And the thing is...there are plenty of reasons for 
fans to like or not like certain racers without hav¬ 
ing to rely on the color of his skin. But it’s an un¬ 
fortunate reality in the USA that sports that are 
(or were) white-dominated, such as motocross, 


frequently see a racial motivation from fans of 
the sport, perhaps in the hopes that this sport of 
‘theirs’ will stay white-dominated. 

Only a few months ago, a fan threw a banana 
peel at NHL Hockey player Wayne Simmonds. 
Simmonds is one of few black athletes playing in 
the NHL. 

After the incident, Simmonds was quoted as 
saying, “When you’re a black man playing in a 
predominantly white man’s sport, you’ve got to 
come to expect things like that.” 

There are plenty of reasons 
to like or not like a rider 
without having to rely on 
his skin colour... 

If that’s not a sad reality in American sports, I 
don’t know what is. 

But despite the rivalry between James Stewart 
and Chad Reed, Reed is never silent on issues of 
race. 

He spoke up in defense of James and his family 
in this latest incident, and following other inci¬ 
dents like it. 

After all, although many MX/SX fans may be 
unaware, Chad Reed is part aborigine. 



OLD BUT RUTHLESS 


G EICO Honda’s Kevin Windham turns 34 
later this month. And it seems like he’s 
only pushing himself harder as the years go 
on. And we’re not just talking about racing, 
but his pre-race showing-off as well. During 
opening ceremonies, Windham has turned 
a favorite test-track pastime into a popular 
event-opener, picking out at least one ‘trans¬ 
fer’ every week, which he successfully jumps 
in the pitch-dark of the stadium floor with a 


spotlight on him. He’s a remarkable talent, and 
he’s not just pushing his limits during open¬ 
ing ceremonies. He’s pushing them during the 
races, too. In San Diego, he passed his way 
into the top five, mainly by being the absolute 
fastest guy through the whoops, hands-down. 
But with three laps to go, he went down in that 
every same section. “I was going good in those 
things, but they had the last laugh,” Windham, 
ever stoic, said after the race. 



REED FACING LAYOFF? 


P eople talk about the tough luck Trey Canard fending champ Ryan Villopoto all he can handle 
has had over the last couple years but you two races in a row, Reed again suffered a massive 

could make a case that Chad Reed’s fortune has get-off in the main event, 

been just as bad or worse. Just when he was at 

the top of his game in the 2011 AMA National MX Unlike Millville, when he got up thanks to pure 

Series, leading the points and the moto in Mill- adrenaline and put in a heroic ride back through 

ville, Minnesota, he had his now-infamous crash the pack, he couldn’t quite keep going in Dallas, 
that ultimately cost him that championship. X-rays and MRIs aside, that’s about all you need 

And now, again at the top of his game - some say to know about Reed’s injury. Expect him to be out 

the best he’s ever ridden supercross - giving de- indefinitely. 
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THE ADDED BENEFITS OF A KIDNEY BELT. IT ALSO OFFERS PERFECT INTEGRATION WITH ANY 


LEATT® NECK BRACE, GIVING YOU THE EDGE TO GET ON TOP! 


DESIGNED TO FIT PERFECTLY WITH ANY LEATT-BRACE® 
SHOULDER AND ELBOW CE APPROVAL TO EN 1621-1 
BACK APPROVED TO EN 1621-2, LEVEL 2 
FRONT CE APPROVED TO prEN 1621-3 LEVEL 2 
SAS-TEC IMPACT ABSORBING MATERIAL IN PROTECTORS 
BRACEON STRAP HOLDS NECK BRACE TO BODY PROTECTOR 
YET ALLOWS INDEPENDANT MOVEMENT 


• COOL, COMFORTABLE AND BREATHABLE MESH 

• ZIP OFF SLEEVES 

• WORN UNDER SHIRT 

• THREE SIZES THAT FIT RIDERS APPROX. 40- 110KG 
(90-240 POUNDS) AND 160 TO 196CM (5’ 3" TO 6’ 5" FT) TALL 
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HOW TO SAVE A CAREER 



MOTOCROSS 


JIMMY ALBERTSON ON HOW TO TURNAROUND A CAREER 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer/Steve Cox 

F rom injury despair, a fruitless two year stint as a factory Grand Prix rider, a privateer counting 
the pennies to make the AMA Nationals and finally back to a livelihood as a Pro racer. Jimmy 
Albertson has weathered a series of storms in his young 23 year old voyage to enter the top sect 
of American motocross. 

Here the impossibly friendly Oklahoman explains how he was able to forge one of the resurrec¬ 
tion stories of the paddock to become a supercross and motocross representative for the Butler 
BrothersMX/BTOsports.com Suzuki team for 2012. 





HOW TO SAVE A CAREER 


UlLMJ 


“When I first started again after my injury I wouldn't 
have called myself a professional because I was not 
making any money . In a way I was a hobbyist..” 


Around the world and back again...out of 
sight, out of mind... 

A lot of people in America don’t realise how 
good the talent is in Europe. I had a good 
season in the U.S. then went over to Europe in 
2009 and had a rough time, so when I came 
back I was completely off the map. I remember 
going to Anaheim as a privateer and doing my 
own thing and people were saying ‘where have 
you been?’ I’m sure some didn’t even know 
that I had gone to race in GPs! I had a bad 
knee injury in my first race back and through 
taking seven months away from the motorcy¬ 
cle I’m sure many sponsors had thought I’d 
stopped. I came back for the second half of 
the nationals last summer and put myself back 
on the scene...all it took was a couple of good 
results. 

Don’t let the boots get dusty... 

The biggest thing I learned over the last two 
years was: ‘don’t stop riding’. I had a Honda 
left over when I got back from Europe and I 
just kept riding. I think some people who don’t 
have a ride, or the parts or the support just 
don’t bother. They feel like waiting around and 
when an opportunity comes they go for it. I 
had a production Honda and borrowed some 
parts from my buddy Trey [Canard] here-and- 
there and kept on trying to make myself better. 


Whatever it is you have - or the cards you are 
dealt - then you have to work with it. I learnt 
that what is on the paper - the results - speak 
so loudly. Nobody knows what is going on be¬ 
hind the scenes or how much you are training. 

Trying to build something from nothing... 

Getting set-up to race on my own was pretty 
tough because people didn’t even want to give 
me parts. Luckily I found some good guys to 
back-me to go racing again. I had bought my 
own bikes and did it that way. You cannot sit 
around in this sport because you get forgotten. 
There is a lot of young talent coming up and 
the 450 class is really stacked right now; it is 
not like it is going to get any slower. Taking a 
year off racing is going to be unheard-of in the 
future. You cannot afford to drop it. 

Keep it basic and hedge your bets... 

To say ‘I cannot afford a trainer or a rig or this 
and that’ is kinda silly. 

All you really need is a bike, some parts and 
someone to help work on the bike and then 
you can build yourself up. It is a sad fact that 
riders get hurt, and that was kinda my plan 
when I was doing supercross as a privateer. 

I figured I might be a substitute somewhere 
along the line and won’t have to pay my own 
way to the races. 
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HOW TO SAVE A CAREER 



Believing in what you know... 

If you are a motivated person and you have 
been in the sport for a while then you know 
what to do. It isn't rocket science. If you are in 
shape then you are in shape and you can go 
the distance. I really think having the trainer 
and the physio, dietician and so on builds 
confidence more than anything else. As a 
motocross racer - arriving to a certain level - 
you tend to get lots of different advice and I 
think you know deep down what you need to 
do already. I worked with a trainer for a long 
time and now I do my own stuff and the tough 
part is getting off my butt and doing it, but 
we all know what needs to be done. Everyone 
has been on a programme they thought turns 
them into a winner and it is about refusing to 
slack off from the standards you know you can 
reach. 

If there was a low point through all of it then 
wrecking a knee was the worst... 

I was looking at the budget sheet, worrying 
a lot and those negative thoughts were going 
around my head. At the beginning of my knee 
injury all I wanted to do was ride again but by 
the middle of the recovery I was pretty much 
‘over it’. I wasn’t thinking about the bike much 
at all. When you are injured then you get some 


distance and you start looking at it rationally. 

If you think about how dangerous this sport is 
and how little you get paid - or how much you 
spend each year ‘going into the hole’ - then 
you end up saying “this is not worth it”. I re¬ 
member getting on the bike after almost seven 
months and I wasn’t excited about it but once I 
had done a few laps I pulled in and said ‘man, 
this is so much fun’. From that point it was all 
I could think about again. You remember why 
you love it. It is like that bad girlfriend that you 
want to get rid of but she is so good you can’t 
get her to go away! I can’t imagine the day I 
retire and just ride for fun. At the moment the 
‘switch’ is there and as soon as that engine 
starts I just want to go faster. 

Being on a team again feels ‘right’... 

When I say ‘I’m back’ I mean in the sense that 
I can call this a job. 

When I first started again after my injury I 
wouldn’t have called myself a professional be¬ 
cause I didn’t make any money doing it! I was 
a hobbyist in a way. 

Now I can finally say that I am making a living 
again and not stressing about truck bills, diesel 
costs or insurance costs. That’s all I want from 
life...to say that I can race my dirt bike and live 
from it. 





MANTOVA STARCROSS/VALENCE 

FEBRUARY19TH 


MX1 Mantova: Tony Cairo/i (KTM), Evgeny Bobryshev (Honda), David Phi/ippaerts (Yam) 
MX2 Mantova: Jeffrey Herlings (KTM), Jeremy V.Horebeek (KTM), Jordi Tixier (KTM) 
MX1 Valence: Clement Gautier Paulin (Kaw), Steven Frossard (Yam) 

MX2 Valence: Arnaud^oufs^S^^ntin Teillet (Kaw), Jake Nichoffs (KTM) 


By Adam Wheeler, Valence Photos by Ray Archer, 
Mantova by Stefano Taglioni 




I n the same way we tend to dismiss MotoGP pre¬ 
season tests as a loose indicator of the status quo, 
then the same vague evaluator can be applied to the 
Internationals and domestic meetings Grand Prix 
motocrossers will be negotiating over the next six 
weeks. The race environment itself - while repeatedly 
touted as the best testing territory - means a rider’s 
true form and potential for a championship campaign 
might not be obvious over the course of that single 
day. 


That said, as with the speed of the Hondas around 
the curves of Sepang, there are some telling elements 
from the results posted at Valence in France and Man- 
tova in Italy. Tony Cairoli has never looked sharper or 
more feisty this early in the season and from his com¬ 
ments to us over the weekend he wants to start the 
2012 GP trail with a bang compared to the injury-hit 
whimper of 2011. 


Clement Desalle (left) was able to despatch his new 
team-mate Tanel Leok, local Valence hero Steven 
Frossard and new Kawasaki recruit Gautier Paulin 
with some early lightning speed while the likes of 
Jake NicholIs (3rd at Valence) and Arnaud Tonus 
(winner in MX2 for the second year on the spin) have 
caught the eye concerning their possibilities for MX2. 


With regards to that category pre-i nsti I led title favour¬ 
ite Jeffrey Herlings showed at Mantova that he has 
plenty of punch for his rivals over the next six months 
but still has that exciting ragged edge that seems to 
place him in the proximity of disaster. 


Off the track and it was mightily encouraging to see 
the engineering might of Honda display their new 
prototype backed with a technical crew nearing 
twenty people for their post-Mantova three day test at 
the booked-out circuit. Team Manager Lorenzo Resta 
believes the Grand Prix circus hasn’t seen a bike this 
special from the manufacturing giant in decades. 


Once more European motocross is impatient. With 
the last dregs of Italy’s recent news-making snow¬ 
storm dotted around the Mantova curves last week¬ 
end there was another annual reminder applicable 
to both of these events...February is just too cold for 
motocross! 



Quite a few people commented that they 
hadn’t seen the world champion start a 
season with such ferocity. Tony Cairoli was 
largely looking around for rivals to his speed 
at Mantova. Evgeny Bobryshev and David 
Philippaerts had a go in the MX1 class 




























S jie first race since August for 
lement Desalle went swimmingly. 
The Belgian will be one of the main 
contenders for the 2012 MX1 crown 
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HONDA UNVIEIL SPECIAL 
PROTOTYPE AT MANTOVA 


T he spring in the steps of the factory Honda 
World Motocross team at the Starcross 
meeting in Mantova Italy last weekend was 
fully justified. With rider Evgeny Bobryshev in 
great shape and eager to get racing (the Rus¬ 
sian explained how he has only two weekends 
free from GP and national championship com¬ 
mitments from April until September) the Ital¬ 
ians were also purring over the look and state 
of their prototype CRF450R. 

The motorcycle is set to undergo three days of 
further tests in Italy after the race and a hand¬ 
ful of Japanese staff were on-hand to keep a 
careful eye on their latest investment. Honda 
representatives explained that the race bike is 
neither a 2012 nor a 2013 model. It is a mo¬ 
torcycle created for the 2012 FIM Motocross 
World Championship with the bottom half of 
the machine based on the 12 version but de¬ 
viating in many ways. One of the most obvious 
to the naked eye (aside from the rear-routing 
exhaust that broke cover late last year) is the 
use of Showa’s new ‘SFF Air’ front fork suspen¬ 
sion system. 

Grand Prix riders Bobryshev and Rui Gon- 
calves (absent at Mantova due to a tweaked 
shoulder) first tested the nitrogen filled unit at 
a shakedown outing at Sugo, Japan last Octo¬ 
ber. The first reaction was positive and through 
subsequent dialling-in periods the forks - an 
evolution of Showa’s renowned SFF (Single 
Function Fork) with one side dealing with the 
spring and another with the dampening - have 
been bolted onto Bobryshev’s race machinery. 
SFF Air has already popped up on Monster 
Energy Pro Circuit Kawasaki Broc Tickle’s 
KX-450F in the last few weeks of the current 
Supercross campaign. This was the first time 
it had seen the light of day in Europe. The 
Japanese did not go into specifics on how the 


suspension works but the compression taps on 
the top of the right fork indicate a way to regu¬ 
late pressure of what may well be a canister in¬ 
side the tube. Decreased weight is believed to 
be one of the major advantages. “You have to 
try this thing,” was Bobryshev’s initial attempt 
to try and explain the feeling of the SFF Air. “I 
have less pressure on my arms and it really 
soaks up everything... I ike a sponge. There is 
no ‘on-off feeling. In the beginning it felt a bit 
stiff but then when you have the right pressure 
it feels great.” Rumours claim Kayaba are close 
to unveiling their ‘Air’ unit. 

Whispers around the 777’ CRF450R steered 
by Bobryshev claim that the bike has technolo¬ 
gy that might not even make the 2014 produc¬ 
tion CRF. The bike appears noticeably quieter 
than last year’s model and the Russian also 
commented on the improved centralisation 
and quicker handling characteristic thanks to 
the revised engine placement and new chassis. 

The overall summary or perception of the 
factory’s track tool for this season was one of 
lightness and great speed. If it succeeds on the 
GP trail then the pertinent question will revolve 
around the date when customers will be able 
to get their hands on the kit... 





CAIROLI OPTS FOR HYBRID 
2012-2013 350SX-F 


T he FIM MX1 Motocross World Champion 
ratified his decision to attempt the GP 
schedule with the factory KTM 350SX-F for the 
third year in a row after a comprehensive test 
at the end of 2011 which saw the Sicilian opt 
for the 350 due to its manoeuvrability over the 
grunt power of the 450. 

Tony Cairoli was flying through the Mantova 
sand in his first race appearance of 2012 last 
week and seems happier on his current race 
machine that blends elements of the 2012 
model with the work-in-progress for 2013. 

The biggest upgrade comes in the performance 
of the engine with the champion requesting 
more from the lower scales of the Austrian 
power plant. 


“Tony wanted more bottom end power espe¬ 
cially for acceleration out of turns,” commented 
Chief Technician Dirk Gruebel. “The other 
changes to the chassis include a bit more flex¬ 
ibility in the frame, a new swingarm and bigger 
rear axle. It means he can be more accurate 
over big holes and the bike tracks better. He 
seems to prefer it much more.” 

“Tony is not yet 100% sure on the totally new 
set-up for 2013. In my opinion the frame is 
even more stable, but for him it is a little too 
much at the moment due to his riding style be¬ 
cause he likes to play-ride a little bit,” contin¬ 
ued Gruebel. “He chose something in between 
and we are using a few parts from last year. We 
are in a constant development process, also 
with the suspension.” 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 




GETTING ALL SOCIAL.. 

By Adam Wheeler 



F or all its variety, wit and interest there are occa¬ 
sions when I think social networking is nothing 
but a distraction and a waste of time. Within the 
small world of motocross racing and the larger 
related sphere of off-road motorcycling, Twitter 
updates and Facebook posts have opened fresh 
channels for riders, teams and manufacturers to 
directly engage an audience, fanbase or potential 
consumers. 

In coming years as the spiral of digitalism increas¬ 
es with more wifi access, better data plans and 
devices that mean ‘connectability’ for most of the 
day, online communication will take on more rel¬ 
evance and importance...If it doesn’t eat itself first. 

If a company is paying ‘x’ amount to have their 
logo or branding associated with a part of a mo- 
torsport series then the possibilities to reach the 
same (if not bigger audience) through another 
outlet apart from TV is just as valuable. 

MotoGP links with 2.9 million users on Facebook 
and 232,500 on Twitter which is small fry com¬ 
pared to their TV and racetrack audience figures 
(280 million homes reached and 2.4 million at the 
circuits) but it is still a tangible quantity of people 
and is marketable. 

A rider like Nicky Flayden reaches 154,000 com¬ 
bined through his principal social networking. MX1 
World Champion Tony Cairoli has 110,000. 

For posting photos and news and highlighting 
sponsors and partners this is another viable form 
of promotion aside from the traditional routes of 
pictures in magazines or on websites or Youtube 
videos or TV footage. 

The direct connection with the athlete also gives 
the medium more ‘sincerity’; the message hasn’t 
necessarily been filtered by a media outlet. 


The switched-on riders and teams out there will 
be working hard to increase their visibility in these 
respects. As Twitter continues to boom and Face- 
book defies the reported notion in 2011 that it will 
peak and implode, there comes a fine balancing 
act into how to correctly portray yourself online. 
One school of thought would be along the lines of 
‘the more the merrier’; more posts, more updates, 
more viewers, more profile. But in my opinion it 
does reach a saturation point where pointlessness 
takes over. 

The incident that provoked my thoughts on this 
subject was the fuss surrounding Casey Stoner’s 
baby last week. Not wishing any ill feeling to the 
newly expanded world champion’s family (on the 
contrary, from my past personal dealings with Ca¬ 
sey I’m delighted for him) but the fact that Twitter 
seemed to explode with mistimed reports of the 
birth, retracted congratulations and then finally the 
gushing of sentiment when Alessandra did arrive 
indicated - for me - how banal the whole scene 
can be. If Stoner himself had a Twitter account 
then the endless pings into timelines might have 
been avoided. The Australian is the opposite to a 
rider like Jorge Lorenzo or Valentino Rossi (a late 
starter to Twitter but with 4.3 million and 586,500 
no slouch). The former even extends to posting 
multi-lingual good morning messages to his global 
fanclub. Nowadays having nothing is too little, and 
being too active is too much. 

Tweeting etiquette is a subject for a whole other 
blog but people who can look at a sizeable online 
following would do well to remember the golden 
possibilities for promotion and interaction. It might 
grate now and again but this expanding stream 
to more exposure is something that might end up 
saving motorsport and also moving it firmly into 
the future. 






ZACH OSBORNE 


MIRACLE WORKER...? 

OSBORNE ON THE BRINK OF GREATNESS 


By Adam Wheeler, photos by Ray Archer/www.yamaha-racing.com 

M onster Energy Yamaha’s Zach Osborne certainly turned heads with two podium finishes in 
four AMA West Coast Lites Supercross appearances during January. The fact that the sta¬ 
dium silverware was the first for the talented but-so-far-relatively-luckless 22 year old has only 
increased expectation for the 2012 FIM Motocross World Championship where the Virginian is 
being touted as a viable threat for the MX2 (250cc) crown. 

Osborne is not quite an ‘outside bet’ but neither is he a long shot. His name sits comfortably next 
to the likes of Herlings and Searle in the short list of likely candidates for 2012. His propensity 
for quick starts, GP podiums in successive seasons, a British Championship in 2010 and overall 
speed that easily lodges him within the top five enforces his credentials. The case against? Poor 
luck with injuries that wrecked 2009 and 2011. If Osborne makes it to the end of 2012 there is a 
very good chance that it will be on the top, and after what seems like a long eighteen years since 
America’s last world champion. 

There is a wide view that Osborne would be a creditable and popular No.l compared to his peers. 
His easy-going manner, dry sense of humour and friendliness and openness to fans all count in 
his favour. Small and stocky, his riding style is a wild mix of aggression, pure natural ability and 
abandon. It’s good to watch. 

As a factory rider in 2012 on the Cosworth-powered Yamaha YZ250F for the third season in a row 
Osborne know he is well-placed, and the surge of interest in the USA at his Supercross exploits 
has helped establish @thereal338 even further. It seems that for once his progress come Easter 
Monday at Valkenswaard and through to September will be watched eagerly on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 




"You come into the stadium and see 
ali that show...if that doesn't get your 
blood going then nothing ever will/' 


Zach, it was a calculated risk to do Super¬ 
cross during the GP off-season but what 
advantages did it carry for you? 

ZO: Fitness, confidence and something I want¬ 
ed to do, even from last year really. We had 
talked about it before but now the timing was 
right. In terms of the physical demands doing 
those races was about a maximum perfor¬ 
mance thing because your heart rate is so high 
and you are in an intense environment for such 
a short space of time. What we did in the U.S. 
will help with my intensity, my fitness and my 
sharpness coming into the season. 

We’ve seen Gautier Paulin and Ken Roczen 
indulging in some supercross races pre-GPs 
and it seemed to do them good... 

ZO: Yeah, I think so. For me, it was a good 
opportunity to get some time on the bike, 
good exposure for the sponsors and also nice 
to have the chance to race on U.S soil and in 
front of the Supercross fans again. 

Can you explain a little about how you set 
up your YZ250F for Supercross compared to 
motocross? 

ZO: Well, the engine is identical. The only big 
difference is that here we were not allowed to 
use some of the carbon components that we 
can bolt on in Europe. 

The gearing is the same and the suspension is 
much harder than I would have for the GPs or 
motocross. 

Obviously you are pushing the bike all the time 
and with so many jumps on such a short cir¬ 
cuit the set-up has to be different to cope with 
that. We worked a lot on the suspension in the 
last couple of months. It has been a big effort 
but I have never been happier with the Yamaha 
than with the race bike I have now. 


How long did it really take to get back into the 
Supercross ‘swing’? 

ZO: It took me about six weeks to get my tim¬ 
ing ‘down’ and get to a position where I could 
turn laps and then turn a lot of laps. It has 
been an intense process because I only started 
riding in the middle of October and that was 
after a two-month layout with a shoulder in¬ 
jury. It was a quick transition but it went well. 
During the last three weeks I felt like I was 
ready to go. I felt like I was up to 22-23 laps 
in my motos and felt solid at a good pace on 
what was a gnarly track. 

Supercross is obviously a one afternoon-even¬ 
ing hit. Each event must pass pretty quickly... 

ZO: It goes by really quick. At a GP you can be 
at a circuit for four full days. Here you arrive 
Friday afternoon, get the bike out, get Tech 
control done and then most of Saturday goes 
past so fast that you don’t get time to blink. 

You cannot beat racing in front of 60,000 
people and be on the same stage as the big 
guys in the sport. It has always been a dream 
of mine to race supercross in the SX class, at 
the highest level. So it is motivating to be here. 
If you come into that stadium and see all the 
show...if it doesn’t get your blood going then 
nothing ever will. 

The first lap of a main event seems crazy with 
many riders jostling for space and a myriad of 
obstacles to contend with. What’s it like? 

ZO: If you are at the front then it is not too 
bad, it almost seems ‘quiet’ but in the pack it 
is chaos. Everyone is dicing because they don’t 
want to let the ones in front of them getaway 
and need to block those behind them. It is 
bedlam on the first lap when you have twenty 
guys hitting a triple all at the same time. It can 
get wild! 
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"This is my last year in MX2 and might be 
my last in Europe . It could be my final shot 
at winning a world championship ..." 


With the tracks being so tight can you still line 
up a pass or is it a case of banging bars to 
overtake? 

ZO: A bit of both but it is more of a block- 
pass situation. You can’t really set it up a few 
corners before, you just know in the moment 
when it has to happen. When I was chasing 
Rattray in Phoenix there were a few places 
where he was a little bit faster than me and 
then some places where I was quicker than 
him so it was a give-take every lap and it was 
harder to line him up. Looking back now I 
should have been more aggressive in the first 
few laps than I was. 

Does Supercross take a different mindset? 

ZO: Yeah. It is so tight and technical and eve¬ 
rything needs to be more perfect compared 
to motocross so I think it shows if you are not 
physically fit or zoned in with your timing. The 
tracks are short and one mistake can mess 
up a whole entire section. It is about keeping 
momentum and keeping the bike wound-up. 

It is a completely different form of racing. We 
are all on dirt-bikes but that’s about the only 
similarity. 


How do you feel about the 2012 Grand Prix 
campaign? 

ZO: Good. I’ve had a completely different 
set-up and approach going into this season 
compared to the past so it is a little difficult 
to judge where I am. I haven’t really done 
any motocross riding yet or a lot of endur¬ 
ance training that I need to do but I have been 
able to get a lot of confidence from what we 
achieved in Supercross. Another good thing is 
the feeling or more familiarity with my 2012 
race bike. I’m back into my training and prep 
for the GPs now and I feel like I am ahead of 
the game. I think it is fine that I’ve spent more 
time at home this winter. I don’t think I needed 
to be in Europe watching it snow! 

What about becoming a Monster Energy 
Yamaha rider and the Dixon-led set-up com¬ 
ing under the works umbrella? 

I think it is a big step for Steve and for me in 
terms of publicity and profile. To have a com¬ 
pany like Monster Energy associated with the 
team is a big deal and having that status of a 
‘factory rider’ is an honour. It’s great news for 
everyone involved and really the beginning of 



a new chapter and chain of possibilities. I feel 
like I am on the verge of a really good season. 

It has been five years that I’ve been building 
back to a factory level status and I’m going 
to give it everything to make sure it has been 
worthwhile for Yamaha and Steve. 

Musquin and Roczen - MX2-GP world cham¬ 
pions for the past three years - have moved 
on. How do you view your chances for the title 
now? 

ZO: Obviously I need to be right in there for 
the championship. This is my last year in MX2 
and could be my last year in Europe as well. 
This could be my final shot to win a world 
championship. There are a few guys who are 
going to be ‘right there’; Tommy, Jeffrey and 
Arnaud will be good. I will have to put my head 
down and get the results every weekend. 

You’re getting married this year so it really 
does seem like the end of the European ad¬ 
venture is coming near... 


ZO: Well it will be my last year in MX2 because 
at 23 I’ll be too old for the class and I don’t 
reckon I am ready for a move to MX1 yet... 

Really? You impressed a lot of people with 
your YZ450F ride at the 2008 Motocross of 
Nations... 

ZO: Yeah I’m a good big bike rider but I still 
feel that I have time left to show what I can do 
in the Lites class. For sure I’d like to do more 
on the 250. 

The opening round of the season will be in the 
sand at Valkenswaard and home turf for Her- 
lings. You’ll need to be switched-on for that 
terrain to start the year well... 

ZO: Yeah, for sure. My sand riding wasn’t that 
great last year and I think it is something I will 
be better at this season and I have a whole 
schedule planned for sand before the first 
Grand Prix comes. I think with eight weeks of 
riding in the sand I will be able to make some¬ 
thing happen. 


ZACH OSBORNE 
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PUTTING THE SHOW 
ON THE ROAD... 



WHATICH3 


How MotoGP circumnavigates the globe to thirteen 
countries and five continents in eight months 


By Adam Wheeler, photos by www.motogp.com 






















"We have to move around 600 crates 
with three planes . Packing them all is 
sometimes like a game of Tetris ..." 



E ver wondered how much mileage riders, 
teams and their freight accumulate in 
a MotoGP season? There are probably only 
a handful of people in the busy paddock of 
several hundred that can give a reasonable 
figure. One of those is Dorna’s Operations 
Director Carles Jorba, a meticulous and 
calm individual who has been overseeing the 
sport’s logistics since 2004 and after several 
seasons organising a great deal of the Span¬ 
ish company’s efforts in promotion of the FIM 
Motocross World Championship from 2001 to 
2003. I ask him casually if he can deduce the 
kilometric haul of the sport and the combined 
number tips the scale at more than 99,000; 
that’s almost two and a half times circulating 
the circumference of the planet: truly a global 
sport then. Here is some insight as to how 
MotoGP bounces around the world... 


The set-up... 

The operations department here in Dorna is 
responsible for the set up of the VIP Village, 
the advertising, the vending and the freight 
and logistics for the teams. 

Within Dorna there are seven people look¬ 
ing after this but when the contractors and 
companies become involved then it expands 
to several hundred per race. Each country 
has their own crew except for the VIP Village, 
which in Europe always has the same team, 
one for the marquees and another for the ca¬ 
tering, and then people like the hostesses and 
drivers are local. 

We work for the commercial and the events 
departments and also co-ordinate logistics for 
others, like TV. To be honest the whole system 
is not that different for each GP and we use 
the off-season to set up the planning. 
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MOTOGP ON THE ROAD 


The variables... 

What makes the job complicated is the cham¬ 
pionship calendar; having back-to-back races 
or having to cover long distances in a short 
time. The calendar is one of the most difficult 
things to organise and sometimes we give 
some input. Javier Alonso [Events Managing 
Director at Dorna] is normally calling saying 
‘what’s your feeling?’ or ‘what’s the best tim¬ 
ing?’ If we have a new flyaway event then for 
the first year we ask for one week extra and 
then the following year it can be changed or 
the dates compacted and we will manage. 

To move the amount of material from say In¬ 
dianapolis to Brno in one week is a big effort. 
Experience counts for a lot and after a few 
years we have the system running smoothly! 
Of course you can never plan for things like 
ash clouds! Through our planning we can talk 
with the teams and advise them in good time. 
Sometimes we get delays. For example last 
year coming from Australia to Malaysia one 
of the planes broke down. The flight was just 
six hours to Kuala Lumpur and one of the 
solutions we had was to turn around the first 
plane and bring it back. Fortunately we got 
the aircraft fixed and it flew, but we were be¬ 
hind in getting the material to the 125cc and 
Moto2 teams in Sepang. It ended up arriving 
Wednesday evening instead of the morning. 
The European stint of the season is much 
easier. There are no major movements except 
for some internal trucks - around twenty-six - 
that we have here in Dorna. 


Ain’t no mountain high enough... 

Dorna organises the championship, therefore 
we say ‘guys, give us all the material and we 
will co-ordinate the logistics’. It is a way to 
guarantee that everything will be there, oth¬ 
erwise if people were left to their own plans 
then some would go for the cheapest route 
that might be longer or more risky. A deal is 
in place between Dorna and IRTA (Interna¬ 
tional Road Racing Team Association) for all 
teams but not for the suppliers, although in 
the end they fit inside because it is not that 
much material. IRTA determine the amount 
of freight or kilos per rider and it can vary. 
Dorna pays for the travel and if a team’s load 
is over the agreed limit then they pay the 
excess but this is handled by IRTA. For quan¬ 
tities, for example, HRC had a lot with three 
riders in 2011 and it was around 25,000 kilos. 
LCR numbered around 5000 for one rider, 
Pramac 9000 for two. For the MotoGP teams 
it is around 5000 kilos per rider. If we have 
three races in a row then there is usually a lit¬ 
tle bit more allowance for each team. 

Packing, racking and the future... 

The MotoGP teams have a lot of experience 
and use people that have knowledge of organ¬ 
ising shipments. 

Our project now is to work with the teams to 
try and standardise the sizes of the crates 
because we have around 600 to move and it 
is amazing how many shapes and sizes there 
are. 


“We are still operating with the same volume 
of freight as seven years ago but more airlines 
are parking planes because of less demand ..." 


Packing them all is a bit like a game of Tetris 
and sometimes it is difficult to efficiently load 
the three planes; 600 cubic metres for each 
one with a maximum weight of a hundred 
tonnes. The teams don’t always give you the 
same crates and the smaller teams can use 
some big and heavy ones. Each team has their 
race truck customised for storage - like people 
have their kitchen organised in their own way - 
so everyone has their own freight distribution. 

If we can work together with the teams to find 
a good shape for the crates this will be good 
for both parties because the whole process will 
be practical and safer with more guarantees 
for the security of the crate. We reduce even 
further the chances of them being scratched or 
damaged because if there is one guy moving 
many different shapes with a forklift then there 
is more likelihood of something happening. It 
means an investment that the teams have to 
make and maybe it is not the way, so we need 
to find a solution. For the Dorna material we 
introduced this system over three years and 
now it works every well. We can pack the first 
plane - because the priority is Dorna, MotoGP 
teams, Moto2 and Moto3 teams - in six hours. 
The second plane takes eight hours but the 
third plane, with all the big and different crates 
from the teams, take between nine and ten. If 
we can win four hours then we can also com¬ 
pact the schedule of the material arriving to 


the circuits and the packing process is more 
secure. We can have a plane arriving from 
Australia to Valencia arriving every six hours, 
have time to offload, break down the palettes 
and have the boxes ready for the day after for 
the teams. 

The challenges this year... 

Mugello is one of the more stressful races 
this year because we go to Laguna Seca af¬ 
terwards. It is a narrow circuit in Italy and we 
need to get all the trucks in and deliver the 
crates as the teams will want to pack up as 
soon as possible after the race. At the moment 
we are waiting to see if there will be a test 
confirmed for Monday. If this happens then it 
will be easy getting everything done that day 
compared to raceday when there will be the 
track invasion and lots of people and chaos on 
the roads. It is tricky to park fifteen trucks with 
empty crates over a race weekend at Mugello! 
Fortunately, in this case, we will still have plen¬ 
ty of time to fly to Laguna Seca as there is a 
weeks’ break between the Grands Prix. Another 
tight trip this year will be between Indianapolis 
and Brno at the end of August. It will be a new 
circuit for us in terms of delivering overseas 
freight so we have to work out whether we fly 
to Vienna, Prague or Frankfurt and it depends 
on the availability of the airlines as to where 
we land and the whole time schedule involved. 
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Quite a few of the kilos are paper... 

There is a big wedge of paperwork involved. 
Each TV camera needs a carnet for example so 
we have the same document but 250 of them! 
Teams take care of their own carnets that can 
belong to engines, spare parts or tools. 

How the economy has affected things... 

2009 was a good year in terms of rental prices 
for planes but now we are suffering through 
shortage of aircraft. The airlines are park¬ 
ing more planes through less demand and it 
means we have less resources. We are still 
operating with the same volume of freight 
and have been using three aircraft for the last 
seven years. Sometimes there is more stuff 
from Dorna, more from the teams but the 
volume remains constant. The budget we have 
for the transportation goes up and down. Now 
it is quite stable but it was high in 2008 before 
the markets crash and was quite low in 2009. 

It went higher in 2010 and was similar in 2011. 

I don’t think it will go down for a while. 

My timetable... 

At every Grand Prix my colleague, Robert, and 
I always make sure that one is ‘closing the 
doors’ and the other is ‘opening’. So if I am in 
Indianapolis this year then he will be waiting 
in Brno. The teams finalise the packing around 
8pm after a race and then we start prepping 
the palettes. If we are in Indianapolis, for 
example, then the first plane will be ready for 


customs clearance at around l-2am and then 
take-off at 10am to schedule correctly with 
arrival in Europe. Six to eight hours later the 
next plane is ready. It means working around 
the clock. I’ll wake up Sunday morning at 8am 
to go to the track and end up leaving on Mon¬ 
day at around 5pm! It is part of the job. Three 
races in a row can be ‘non-stop’ and quite tir¬ 
ing. 

Variety is the spice... 

Different people and countries have different 
systems. In 2004, 2005, 2006 we had new 
Grands Prix in Laguna Seca, Istanbul, China 
and with new circuits come new challenges. 
Everybody has their own way of working. 

In the beginning Qatar was very easy but now 
they are stricter - more than the United States. 
Before we used to arrive and just open the 
doors but now it is different, which is totally 
correct of course. No complaints. It just takes 
more time. A customs control for one plane in 
Qatar now takes almost eight hours. 

You would think the United States would be 
complicated but it is not really. In Japan they 
require copies of every Carnet and ATA. They 
are very precise and it means more work but 
they handle everything pretty well. 

Malaysia is easy (although too hot!) and Aus¬ 
tralia is friendly. 

Indianapolis is an easy one for us because the 
airport is close to the circuit and the facility is 
set-up for big racing events. 



| T’J NEWS 

HAPPY VALENTINO’S DAY 


A s you might already have guessed Casey 
and Adriana Stoner celebrated the birth 
of their first child last week in Zurich, Switzer¬ 
land, where the couple have their European 
base. Alessandra was born on Thursday 16th 
February at 9.55pm and weighed in at 2.8kg 
(6lbs 3oz). The announcement became a Twit¬ 
ter ‘sensation’, as it coincided with the 33rd 
birthday of Stoner’s fiercest rival Valentino 
Rossi. 

After the announcement was made by the offi¬ 
cial @HRC_MotoGP account, Rossi used his @ 
ValeYellow46 account to joke, “Yesterday, Ston¬ 


er’s daughter was born. Given the deep mutual 
respect we have for each other, I thought that 
she would be called Valentina.” Apparently the 
comment drew mixed reactions. 

Earlier in the week the Italian had already had 
fun at the expense of his father Graziano about 
his own birthday greetings, falling as it does 
two days after St. Valentine’s Day. 

“The funniest thing about St. Valentine’s Day is 
that in a while Graziano will call me to wish me 
a happy birthday. I always reply, “Thanks, but I 
was born on the 16th, not today!” and he says, 
“ah... I always get it wrong!” 





PORTUGAL IS A GO 


t seems the Portuguese round will finally 
go ahead after the FIM made an official an¬ 
nouncement this week that the race is inked in 
as the third round of the MotoGP World Cham¬ 
pionship. 

There had been doubts circling about the race’s 
viability considering the precarious situation 
in the Portuguese economy, but it will now go 
ahead as scheduled on May 6th. 


The race organisers had been given until Febru¬ 
ary 15th to make the decision about whether 
they could go through with the fixture or not, 
and the decision was taken at the last minute 
that they would stage the event. 

Now if there is any change in that situation, the 
authorities involved with Estoril would be liable 
to pay a severe penalty to series organisers 
Dorna. 
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HIDE AND SEEK... 

By Gavin Emmett 



T here’s a tendency amongst journalists and 
fans alike to look a little too closely at what 
goes on in testing, and from the results, time 
sheets and end-of-day rankings we extrapolate 
all sorts of certainties about what the season 
ahead will hold. 

In a way this is normal. What racer or fan looks 
at a classification and assume it has no worth 
in a competitive sense. However much they 
deny it, the riders, engineers and mechanics 
do it and try all kinds of tactics to deflect the 
attention from the serious work they are un¬ 
dertaking. 

Whether it’s not giving out lap times, suggest¬ 
ing they are not using the updated equipment, 
saying they are focusing on race set-ups rather 
than fast laps, the teams will do anything to 
avoid the inevitable speculation about their 
chances for the year ahead. 

I mean, who would want to start the season 
with morale on a low or questions hanging 
over their heads? 

What those first tests across the three GP 
classes have shown however, is that there will 
be a few worrying meetings going on behind 
closed doors at several team HQs right now, 
especially with more tests set to take place in 
the coming weeks. Panic won’t have set in just 
yet; there is still a long way to go before the 
season begins, with the better part of seven 
weeks left before the lights go on at Qatar. But 
with my first comment in mind I still think we 


can glean a few things from the testing action 
seen up to now. 

In MotoGP it seems fairly clear already that 
the CRT bikes are going to struggle in the early 
stages, and it may take some rule tweaking 
to help them get closer to the sharp end of 
things. 

Nonetheless it seems there WILL be a spot 
for the top CRT bike in the pare ferme at the 
end of each race, so the vital publicity and TV 
coverage this will bring suggests there will be 
some fierce competition amongst the hybrid 
bikes, especially the Aprilias, which look to be 
the pick of the non-factory built bikes so far. 

...who wants to start the 
season with morale on 
a low...? 

Elsewhere Ducati still have not found the cure- 
all modification, despite the full aluminium 
frame getting a run-out in Sepang, and whilst 
Honda and Stoner look to have kept their 
noses in front, all the Yamaha riders look to be 
fairly close so there is still a good chance we 
will get some promising scraps up at the front 
of the races. 

Now we just need to sit back and wait for the 
next set of test sessions, so we can make some 
more sweeping generalisations and rewrite our 
season previews once more! 
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